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Our Mission
Transforming Lives Through Movement and Creative Expression

Who We Are
MoCo Arts is a nonprofit family-centerd arts education organization 
located in beautiful downtown Keene. Focused on creating a better 
community through arts education, MoCo provides high-quality dance, 
theatre, and multi-arts instruction to kids from all over the Monadnock 
Region and beyond.

Committed to keeping the arts accessible, each year MoCo provides 
significant tuition assistance to families in need, and outreach that brings 
MoCo educators and programs to area schools, daycares, and other 
organizations.

Annually, 40% of our needed revenue comes from the support of you and 
our amazing community from individual donors, our signature fundraiser 
LIGHTS. CAMERA. KEENE!, private and foundation grants, and corporate 
sponsorships. Thank you!

Why it Matters
The importance of arts education for our children cannot be overstated. 
There is overwhelming evidence that children who are offered
opportunities to explore the arts experience a deeper connection with 
peers, a higher level of confidence, increased creativity, and develop a 
love of learning that enables them to excel in other academic areas. Arts 
education teaches children that it’s ok to be themselves. To embrace our 
differences and to recognize and utlize our unique strengths. Arts
education is an equalizer. Breaking down barriers and building stronger 
relationships.

MoCo’s culture successfully combines inclusiveness, encouragement 
and respect, with rigor, high-expectations and professionalism.  Students 
are nurtured, encouraged to take risks, make mistakes, and build 
self-confidence to accomplish individual and collective goals. MoCo 
kids take their confidence onto the stage, into the classroom and into 
the community. They are our future leaders. And through the
transformational effects of arts education, and a little MoCo Magic, the 
future is bright.
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The Nutcracker - Photo by Steve Holmes Photography

Who WE ARE

http://moco.org
http://moco.org


A MESSAGE FROM         / 

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR   .
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Welcome to our 2020-2021 performance season!

We are delighted to have our true stars shine again, the 
students of MoCo Arts! After cancelling so many shows in the 
spring, the staff knew we needed to give our students their perfor-
mance moment and continue their development and education-
al experience. While we are unable to perform in person due to 
guidelines and restrictions, we are excited to be streaming these 
wonderful performances and show you the hard work and dedi-
cation of our students and staff.  

While the future is still very unclear, MoCo is committed 
to its students and the arts education we deliver. We continue to 
have our student’s best interest in mind and will continue to push 
forward in a way that keeps them safe along with their families 
and our staff.  

I could not be more proud of the work our staff has done 
and continues to do during the pandemic to keep the kids en-
gaged. Their dedication and commitment is incredible, as they 
care deeply for the students and the work they do. I want to thank 
them for their tireless efforts! 

You, our community, have been so supportive of our work 
and that has only grown during the pandemic. Our families and 
donors make it possible for us to provide transformational experi-
ences in the lives of the students in the community. You continue 
to go above and beyond to make sure MoCo perseveres during 
these difficult times. We are grateful for your support of the arts 
and especially children in the arts. On behalf of our staff and 
Board of Directors, I thank you!   

Now it is show time, so sit back and enjoy the show, with 
the true stars of MoCo Arts: Our Students! 

All the best, 

Reagan Messer 
Executive Director/Artistic Director of Dance



STANDING  ovation.
We applaud MoCo Arts  
and the ways their brilliant  
performances brighten and  
enrich our community.

O |  a |walpolebank.com

https://walpolebank.com/
https://douglascuddletoy.com/
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Being part of 
the community 
means CARING

Thank you for 
supporting MoCo 
Arts! We hope you 
enjoy the show!

Ely Thayer, CRPC® 
Financial Advisor

108 Main St 
Keene, NH 03431-3736 
603-352-9404

https://www.connection.com/
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=TCphLQfB1%2FfNYevFoxnAzsKI7GSEcnbHlX%2Fs6GH7BDuYyMVoXq%2BaW5ujw8g63N%2Ff


https://www.facebook.com/Kcs-Architects-102108004548888/
http://lucascafe.com/


MoCo Arts School of Dance offers a variety of classes for 
2nd graders and up (beginners through advanced) in Fall, 
Spring, and Summer sessions. Dance is for everybody and 
MoCo Arts offers the grace and athleticism of Ballet, the 
fun of Hip Hop based in the current street styles, the 
showmanship of Broadway style Jazz, the free and 
expressive style of Modern, and the high energy hoofing of 
Tap. All programs participate in professional quality 
performances, but no dance student is required to perform.

If your student is in 1st grade or younger, please refer to our 
Young Arts Program.

Time to Dance, 2020 - Photo by Steve Holmes Photography

School of DANCE
Artistic Director: Reagan Messer
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https://moco.org/dance/
https://moco.org/dance/
https://moco.org/dance/


MoCo Arts’ award-winning Theatre Program offers students 
opportunities to participate in musicals, straight plays and 
worskhops.

• Students in grades 2-5 participate in our
“Elementary School” Theatre program

• Students in grades 6-8 participate in our
“Middle School” Theatre program

• Students in grades 9-12 participate in our
“High School” Theatre program

Each Musical Theatre and Play class culminates in a fully
produced performance. All students are cast in a role and 
are encouraged, but never required, to perform. Then they 
work together to put on the production.

Theatre Workshops give students the opportunity to explore 
improvisation and technical theatre. 
If your student is in 1st grade or younger, please refer to our Young 
Arts Program.

Frozen - Photo by Steve Holmes Photography 

THEATRE
Artistic Director: Marty Hennum
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https://moco.org/theatre/
https://moco.org/theatre/


Students 18 months through 1st grade are eligible for 
classes in our Young Arts program. Children develop their 
creativity, cooperation skills and self-awareness through 
play, imagination and fun, and our popular Young Arts 
Programs are infused with these qualities.  Offering a wide 
variety of classes and camps, including dance and theatre, 
MoCo Arts Young Arts Programs can help your child blossom 
in expression and confidence. 

Oh Say Did You See?- Photo by Colleen Manzi

YOUNG ARTS

Students in 2nd grade may choose whether to stay in Young Arts 
for one more year, or move on to our Dance and Theatre programs.

Artistic Director: Danielle Fitzpatrick
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https://moco.org/young-arts/
https://moco.org/young-arts/


Vacation Camps (4yrs through 6th grade)
Director: Danielle Fitzpatrick
School Vacation Camps are multi-arts day camps that 
introduce children to fine and performing arts during school 
vacation weeks in February and April.

CupCAKE Summer Camps (4yrs through 3rd grade)
Director: Danielle Fitzpatrick
CupCAKE is a multi-arts summer day camp that introduces 
children to the fine and performing arts during the summer. 
Each week revolves around an exciting theme for an 
immersive arts experience.

C.A.K.E. Summer Camp (3rd through 12th grades)
Director: Marty Hennum
Creative Arts at Keene (C.A.K.E.) is an NEA award winning,
fun-spirited multi-arts summer camp with classes in art,
creative writing, dance, drama, music, photography,
technical theatre, video production, and more!

C.A.K.E Noontime Show - Photo by Colleen Manzi

multi-arts CAMPS

https://moco.org/camps/
https://moco.org/camps/


888.627.2662 
mascomabank.com

https://www.steveholmesphotography.com/
http://amt-productions.com/
https://www.mascomabank.com/
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MoCo Arts 
Middle School Play 

The Brothers Grimm 
Spectaculathon:    

Stay-at-Home Edition
Written by
Don Zolidis

Directed by
Laura Carbonneau

Production Staff
Editing

Laura Carbonneau

Costume Designers
Parents and Students

Volunteer Coordinators
Patty Ainsworth, Mary Dodson

Poster and Program Design
Becca Mansfield

Ads and Sponsorships
Holly Gibson

Special Thanks
Anna Masters, Avril Miller, Nat Zilske

George Robinson
 And to all of the students, parents, families, volunteers 

and staff that helped from home and 
leading up to the performance.
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Narrator 1

Narrator 2

Actor, Dirt Merchant, 
The Devil, Prince 2

Girl, Witch, Snow 
White, Johannes

 Enchantress, Witch 2, 
Plinkie Plie

 Rumplestiltskin, 
Hansel, Dwarf 2, King

Prince, Audience 
Member, Dwarf, 
Cinderella

Rapunzel, Gretel, 
Queen

CAST

Drew Downing

Katie Aronson

Gabby Zaino

Lily Fitzpatrick

Amira Jeffrey

Grady Kalich-Sampson

Alexis Harvey

Mackensie Stacey

Director's Note:
COVID-19 has presented actors and directors with the opportunity to 
try new ways of sharing the art of theater. Performing virtually is a 
challenge. You have to reach the audience through a flatscreen and 
create dynamic and interesting characters. This group of talented 
young actors rose to the challenge of creating art in an entirely 
different way. Their willingness to step out of their comfort zone and try 
new ways of performing creates an incredibly hilarious take on classic 
fairytales. Most of these students are new to virtually performing and 
not only developed interesting characters but also had to create their 
costumes, sets, lighting, sound, and props. For the next hour dive into a 
world of classic fairytales gone awry lead by two very different 
Narrators and a retag group of Zoom actors. I hope you can sit back 
and enough quite a few laughs. And thank you so much to Alexis, 
Drew, Lily, Amira, Gabby, Katie, Mackensie, and Grady for all your 
hard work!
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support MoCo ARTS
We are grateful to be in such a generous community! 
Donations to MoCo’s Annual Fund are more important than ever, 
as we continue to grow into our beautiful new building on Roxbury 
Street. It is imperative that we sustain general operating support 
as tuition and ticket sales only cover 60% of our annual operating 
revenue.

By supporting MoCo Arts Annual Fund you help continue to 
provide over $79,000 in tuition assistance, keep class prices as low 
as possible, and provide high-quality arts education.

Donate
To make a donation to MoCo Arts,  please contact Holly Gibson, 
Director of Development, 603-357-2100 x204, hgibson@moco.org, 
visit www.moco.org, or send the donation envelope found in this 
program through the mail to:

MoCo Arts
40 Roxbury Street
Keene, NH 03431

All gifts are tax deductible as allowed by law and will be 
acknowledged with a letter sent through the US mail.

Please ask your company about matching gift opportunities. Many 
businesses offer Employee Matching Gifts programs and will make 
matching contributions to MoCo.

Every gift makes a difference

https://moco.org/support/
https://moco.org/support/


FUNDING
For MoCo Arts is provided in part by:

The New Hampshire Charitable Foundation, 
the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts and 

the National Endowment for the Arts.

2020 Sponsors:

Foundations & Other Support
Anonymous

Agnes M. Lindsay Trust
C&S Wholesale Grocers Community Involvement

CMH Foundation
Clarence DeMar Marathon

Corning Incorporated Foundation
The Eppes - Jefferson Foundation

Gallup Fund
Give With Liberty

Hoffman Family Foundation
Holmes Family Foundation

John A. and Carol A. Hubbard Charitable Foundation
The Kingsbury Fund

National Endowment for the Arts
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation - Anonymous

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation - Community Fund
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation - Delphinium Fund

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation - Gehlbach Family Fund
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation - Howe Family Fund
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation - Lee Family Fund

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation - Monadnock Region
New Hampshire State Council on the Arts 

NGM Charitable Foundation
OMRON Foundation Employee Matching

Panjandrum Foundation
Putnam Foundation
St. James Thrift Shop
Timken Foundation

Hannah and Rachel Wood

https://www.arts.gov/
https://www.nhcf.org/
https://www.nh.gov/nharts/


MoCo Arts is a 501(c)3 Nonprofit arts
education organization

Individuals can become a “Curtain Raiser” and support MoCo students 
by contributing $250 or more. Contact hgibson@moco.org

Thank you to the following ‘Curtain Raisers’
Anonymous (6)

Jen & Alex Bates
in honor of Hadley and Berkley Bates

Stephanie & Joe Baute
Ben & Sandy Beal

Tyler Bean
Jessica & Steve Bigaj
Kathryn & Mike Blair

Jay and Lisa Blanchard
in memory of Stephen Symonds, honoring

his granddaughter Avajean Symonds
Kürt Blomquist

Mark Bodin
Laura & Dave Bourne

Maria & Peter Bradshaw
Beth Brown

Kathryn Butterfield
in memory of Katharine Birge

Christine Brummer & James Butterfield
Deanna Zilske & Steve Cady

Beth Healy & John C. Calhoun 
in honor of Nelly Calhoun
Laura Carbonneau

Elizabeth & Andy Cardine
Don Carlisle

Randy Carmel
in honor of Herbert & Joyce Carmel

Nancy Johnson & Don Caruso
Diane & Steven Caswell

Loring & Susan Catlin
in honor of Alexandra P. Catlin

David Chase
Rhonda Patnode & Andy Christie
Michael & Elizabeth Christiansen

Jill & Matthew Cielinski
Christine & Scott Clarke
Michelle & Jay Clarke
Cindy & Jeffrey Clarke

Anne & Rich Clarke
Stephanie Clarke
Christine Clinton

in memory of Marilyn Clinton
Julie & Dan Coffman

Brooke Bull & Perry Cohen
in honor of Neko & Emma Bull-Cohen

Jan & Rick Cohen
in honor of Reagan and Beth
Norma & Lester Cohen

in honor of Neko & Emma Bull-Cohen
Kate & Seth Coon

Katie Day & Emily Dixon
Phillippe & Alice Dennette

The Dodson Family
Terri & George Downing

Patricia & Richard Dugger
Tom Eaton

Evelyn & Rodney Erb
in honor of Isabella Erb

Caroline & Thomas M. Ewing
Eliza & Jason Factor

Julie & Michael Farhm

Nancy & Kim Faulkner
In honor of Nina King

Sara Carbonneau & Mike Faulkner
Heidi Rinehart & Rudy Fedrizzi

Mary McGowan & Lewis Feldstein
Matora & Keith Fiorey

Danielle & Joel Fitzpatrick
Karen & Tom Flavin

Mark & Alona Florenz
Mary Delisle & George Foskett

in honor of Beth Brown
Alison & Mark Franke
Sue & Richard Gatley

Holly Gibson
Margaret Kasschau & Don Gillis

Cherie Holmes & Yvonne Goldsberry
Karin & Carl Gravina

Erika & Mitchell Greenwald
Jennifer & Joshua Greenwald
Christine Greenwood-Smart

Jennifer Grinnell 
Sherry & Rob Guardiano

Anne & Richard Guerriero
Audrey Hadcock

Bridget & Peter Hansel
Susan Hansel

in honor of the Hansel family
Deb & Greg Hansen

Nancy & Roger Hansen
Anne Havill

Ann Henderson
in memory of her parents

Heather Bell & Alex Henkel
Martha & Vaughan Hennum

Jean & John Hoffman
Nancy & Stephen Holland
Heather & Steve Holmes

Heather & Josh Houle
Joanne Cepelak & Anne Huot

Sarah Franklin & Mick Induni
Ruth & Carl Jacobs
Jay & Cheryl Kahn

Judy & Richard Kalich
in honor of Grady & Cooper Sampson

Gwenneth Kelley
Sarah B. Kendall
Tom & Stacy Key

Anne Faulkner & Bob King
Karen & Ted Kuchinski

Barbara & Walter Lacey
Molly B. & Kendall Lane
Jane & Steve Larmon

Balmeet Khalsa & Eric Lasky
Maureen & Thomas Lee

Bradford Lehtola
Elizabeth Leinau

Jennifer & Chris Marshall
Mary Matterfis

Sylvia & Craig McBeth
Chris & Victoria McIntosh
Melissa & Reagan Messer

Becca & Lance Miller
Tom & Heather Minkler

Kerry Monteiro

Bob & Maryann Mucha
Jean & Doug Nelson
Beth & Mike Newbold

Susan & Jeffrey Newcomer
Liz & Dick Ober

Leatrice & Andy Oram
In Memory of Katy Leinau Owens

Mike Pappas
Deirdre Chretien & Dominic Perkins

Mrs. Joseph Petrone
Debbie Pickering

Judith & James Putnam
Barbara & Thomas Putnam

Tory McCagg & Carl Querfurth
Deb & Doug Redfield

in memory of Susan Gail Redfield
Eric & Anne Reenstierna

Michael Remy
Carol & Peter Renzelman

Katherine Richardson
Sally Rinehart

Elisabeth & Peter Roos
The Round Family

Anna Ruelle
Lucy & Steven J. Ryder

Karrie Kalich & Tim Sampson
Amy Sandback

Eileen & Michael Sarson
Leslie Lazarus & Tad Schrantz

Jane & Gary Shapiro
Lisa Leinau & Todd Silberstein

Lynn & Art Simington
Catherine Skove

Ellen Skove
Anne Spitzer

Nancy & Don Sporborg
Jennifer & Peter Stevenson

Mary Louise Caffrey & Ken Stewart
in honor of Jack Stewart

Melissa & Alan Stroshine
Katie & Bob Sutherland

Tamara & Chris Sy
Georgia Tasoulas

Julie & Gregg Tewksbury
Ely Thayer

Denise Thomas
in honor of the Jones Family

Cassandra Tobey
Maich Gardner & Ed Tomey

Dr. Melinda Treadwell
Dilly & Bob Trebilcock

Suzanne Nabi & Andrew Tremblay
Hannah & Alex Trombly
Paul & Sharon Vanghel

Matt Vestal
Nancy & C. Paul Vincent

Lauren & Chad Walier
Sandra Van de Kauter & John Walter

Natasha, Carina, Marni & Randall Walter
Jayne & Peter Ward

Lauren & Todd Waterman
Heather & Kevin Watterson

Margaret Foxweldon & Leonard Weldon
Beth & Ron Wright

Ellen Wright
Alicia & Nathaniel Zilske

A special thank you to our Next Gen student donors
MoCo Class of 2019

Maddie Phaneuf
Meg Renzelman

Claire Schuerman

Fiona Fitzpatrick
Sophie Headings

Gavin Key
Jayna Leach

Liza Leach
McKenzie Leach

Andrew Brown
Maggie Cahoon

in honor of Danielle Fitzpatrick, Sarah Franklin, 
Reagan Messer and Cassie Tobey

Hannah Driscoll-Carignan
Kayla Feld
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Starting its seventh year, the Community Stars Seats 
program is designed to give children and families 
to the opportunities to see perfromaces who other-
wise couldn’t afford to attend. Tickets are distributed 
through nonprofit organizations in the  Monadnock 
Region that serve low-income families and 
disadvantaged youth.  
This initiative is part of MoCo’s continuing commitment 
to make the arts accessible to all. 

Previous recipients of Community Stars Seats include: 
w Big Brothers Big Sisters
w Cedarcrest Center
w Monadnock Developmental Services
w Monadnock Family Services
w Keene Housing
w Keene Community Kitchen
w Winchester Learning Center

Nonprofit leaders interested in the free tickets are 
invited to contact Becca Mansfield, Communications 
and Marketing Manager at MoCo about the 
Community Stars Seats.  She can be reached at 357-
2100x 208 or at rmansfield@moco.org.

COMMUNITY STARS SEATS
MoCo Arts is pleased that 230 
free Community Stars Seats are 
available during the 2020 season. 
Through a gift from C&S 
Wholesale Grocers and The Main 
Street America Group, eligible 
children and families have been 
experiencing the joy of live 
theatre and dance.

https://moco.org/about/community-stars-seats/


MONAD NOCK 
WALDORF SCHOOL 

EARlY CHllDHOOO I GRADE SCHOOl I MIDDlf S0100t

i,,- -----... 

Empowering Students to Create & Explore 
Our �tudents shape theit owo ide1llitie:i. .-u,d

explore 1he world tach da)' in a crea1lve envirnnmen1 of
academic achievement and mutual respect

Learn more at 111onadnockwaldorfschool.org 

http://www.monadnockwaldorfschool.org/
https://thecolonial.org/


19

a life transformed: Niko

MoCo is a safe haven from the rest of the world, a 
place where I can truly be myself and express myself 
through the arts. It was at MoCo that I was able to 
discover my passion for live theater and dance, a 
passion that I hope to continue into the future. The Arts 
for Life scholarship allows me to pursue this at a time 
where it might not have been so easy, and I am 
extremely grateful to Maich, Ed, Reagan [Messer], 
Marty [Hennum], and Danielle [Fitzpatrick] for making 
this possible.

-Niko M.
Dance, Theatre & C.A.K.E.
2019 Recipient of the Arts for Life Scholarshi

“MoCo is a safe haven 
from the rest of the world, a 
place where I can truly be 
myself and express myself 

through the arts.”



 a life transformed: Malcolm
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My son Malcolm was given the opportunity to participate 
in your summer C.A.K.E. program with tuition assistance. He 
spent three weeks in camp and has never been so happy 
and excited to go somewhere every morning. The self-
confidence he gained in the summer program was truly 
indescribable. Malcolm has struggled with school from the 
very beginning, and struggled in structured programs. His 
anxiety, and attention issues have always played a part 
in his day to day life. However, in C.A.K.E. he was able to 
express himself, learn and grow, make friends and perform. 
He blossomed for three weeks, and then he performed in 
his musical and at the extravaganza, and he really shone 
bright. Having my son find something that allows him to 
be who he is and shine that bright is immeasurable to me. 
Thank you for the opportunity!

- Traci B. (Malcolm’s mom)
Theatre & C.A.K.E.

“Having my son find 
something that allows 

him to be who he is and 
shine that bright is 

immeasurable to me.” 
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We applaud the next 
generation of ortiscs 

ot MoCo Arts! 
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www.WalierChevy.com

Tbe dealership you can trust 

https://applehill.org/
https://www.peterboroughplayers.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Howards-Leather-Inc-109946692412661/
https://www.walierchevy.com/


Radio 
Gets Results! 

Wu bavo lfomothing for a.Jmoa, everyone! 

Contact us today about 

advertising! 

(603) 352-9230 ■ [!I .. I

www.mbgradio.com 

https://mbgradio.com/


https://moco.org/performances/brothers-grimm/


IGNITING CURIOSITY AND CREATIVE EXCHANGE

JOIN US.

603.358.2168
www.keene.edu/arts/redfern 
@redfernartscenter

PERFORMANCES. RESIDENCIES. CLASSES. COMMUNITY EVENTS.

https://www.keene.edu/arts/redfern/
moco.org


www.cswg.com

C&S Wholesale Grocers
Leading the industry through innovation

C&S Wholesale Grocers is the lead supply chain company in the 
food industry today – and the largest wholesale grocery supply company in the U.S.  

The company is proudly headquartered in Keene, New Hampshire.

C&S is proud to 
support MoCo 

and the arts

https://www.cswg.com/



